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Church of Scotland

Presbytery of Orkney
Following adjournment from September 11, 2007, the Presbytery of Orkney met for ordinary 
business on Tuesday November 27, 2007, in the Upper Room of the Kirkwall East King Street 
Halls. The meeting of Presbytery was opened with prayer.

Sederunt
Rev Andrea E Price (Moderator); 
Ministers: T L Clerk, Dr G D Deans, Dr J George, F Lillie, G F Macnaughton, A McCafferty, J L 
McNab and T G Hunt (Clerk);
Elders: I Banks, I C Cooper, J D Cooper, T Craigie, H Halcro-Johnston, N Isbister, M Lennie, 
M Luckett, H MacGillivray, J Muir, G D Partner, I M Stout, A W Sutherland and D W Wood;
Corresponding members: H Garriock, Rev M Groß, R Isbister (Guild Council President) and 
P H Hunt.

Apologies
Ministers: R G Brown and I D MacDonald;
Elders: P Leith, E J J Moar, J Rendall, J S Sabiston, W J Smyth and R B Wallace;

Minutes for September 11, 2007
The draft Minutes of the meeting on September 11, 2007, having been circulated before hand 
were taken as read. On page 171 in the last line of the Business Committee Deliverance 4 b) 
the year should read 2007. With this correction the Minutes were approved.

Business Committee report
Presented by Rev Allan McCafferty, Convener

The Presbytery:
1. Receive the report;
2. a) Notes that the North Ronaldsay Congregational Board and Kirk Session minute books 

were submitted;
 b) Notes that the Hoy and Walls Congregational Accounts for 2006 were submitted, ex-

amined and comply with the General Assembly’s regulations anent congregational 
finance;

3. Instructed the Clerk to respond to the Panel on Review and Reform’s questions on super-
intendence as follows:

1. Yes, although in small congregations and particularly on an island setting there 
needs to be flexibility in how to conduct meetings;

2. The emphasis should be on encouragement rather than enforcement;
3. Yes, but allow some degree of flexibility. It is good to have set questions an-

swered and factual information given before the visit. This could include some 
questions about looking ahead and future vision. On balance it was felt that 
just as a Minister is able to meet with the visiting team alone, it would be good 
if each congregation (perhaps the Kirk Session) are given the opportunity (for a 
few minutes) to meet the visiting team without the Minister being present;

4. Yes.
4. Resolved to appoint Commissioners to the 2008 General Assembly at the next ordinary 

meeting of Presbytery.

Boys’ Brigade Battalion report
Boys’ Brigade Orkney Battalion President Captain Jack McIntosh presented the Battalion report.  There 

was a slight increase in the Brigade and  volunteers have become available as leaders through the year. The 

annual parade took place in St Margaret’s Hope and the Brigade joined scouts to celebrate their centenary. 

Captain McIntosh thanked the Presbytery for continued interest in the Brigade.

After an opportunity for questions, the Moderator thanked Captain McIntosh for his 
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report and commended the Brigade to the prayers of the Presbytery.

Ministry and Mission Committee report
The report was presented by the Clerk in the absence of the convener

The Moderator invited Peter Chirnside, Tearfund National Manager for Scotland, to ad-
dress the Presbytery. 

Mr Chirnside said that he was visiting Presbyteries to tell about Tearfund and their campaign to bring 
extreme poverty to an end. This was in coordination with the Church’s World Mission Council. The Guild 
project had raised £130,000 for Tearfund and over £¾ Million from the Church of Scotland. Tearfund 
wanted to say thankyou.
The Evangelical Alliance is concerned for both the physical and spiritual needs of people, concerns that 
extended over many years and had become respected for their relief and disaster work. Tearfund was part 
of the present DEC appeal for Bangladesh and they maintained a standard to ensure aid was delivered to 
everyone who needs it using local partner churches to deliver aid.

Tearfund’s Income for 2006 was over £50M raised through appeals, emergencies, grants, etc. It is clear-
ly a Christian organisation and the practical outworking of Christian faith. Key to its policy was to work 
through local churches, as in Malawi in past year, as an example of working through local churches. In this 
way there is a  better response with integrated development. The Church is to express the love of God in 
need not to ask questions about why things happened. The recent Prayer against Global Poverty week was 
to enable churches to be involved in the vision , as other local churches are already involved.

When questioned about the distinction between Christian Aid and Tearfund, Mr Chirn-
side said,

Some issues both, with others, work together as in DEC. There wasn’t an element of competition. Tearfund 
specifically utilised local churches - as Church of Living Waters in Malawi - to involve in a project of build-
ing a classroom and providing food to people locally affected by HIV/AIDS. This was seen as help from a 
local church. In was not possible for the West to be operational in Zimbabwe Tearfund was able to operate 
through a local church.

The Moderator thanked Mr Chirnside for coming to address the Presbytery.

The Presbytery:
1. Receives the report of the Ministry and Mission Committee;
2. Resolved to increase Presbytery gratuities to £211;
3. Instructed the Convener to report to the Ministries Council on the Ordained Local Min-

istry in of paragraph 2 of the committee’s report, namely:
There was a general feeling that whilst the attempt to clarify and tidy up the 
present situation was welcome, the current document wasn’t helpful as it could 
be with confusion around some of the terminology. It was agreed that an oppor-
tunity to look at developing or expanding the role of the eldership (particularly 
in relation to the conduct of worship and dispensing the Sacraments) appears 
to have been missed. It was also felt that a deeper examination on whether or 
not to welcome the new structures proposed and it was generally felt that the 
tight timescale for responses was unhelpful and unrealistic;

4. Appointed Rev R G Brown as Regent for Readers-in-training Sally Heddle as well as Mar-
tine Prentis;

5. Welcomed Carol Macnaughton’s willingness to become the Resource Centre Manager 
and thanked Freda Burgher for her willingness to undertake training.

Report on Presbytery visits (Resources Committee)
The report was given by Rev Tom Clark, Vice-Convener for superintendence

Kirkwall East (Dr Graham Deans, Convener of visit)

The Presbytery:
1  Receive the report
2  Commend minister and elders and congratulate
3  Urge rolling plan of Manse maintenance
4  Thank and discharge visiting team

Kirkwall St Magnus (Fiona Lillie, Convener of visit)
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The Presbytery:
1  Receive the report
2  Note comments under ‘role of Presbytery’
3  Thank and discharge visiting team

Property Committee report
The report was given by Mrs Pauline Hunt, Convener

The Presbytery:
1. Receive the report;
2. Resolve that St Ninian’s Church, Deerness, be sold for the highest offer;
3. Instruct the East Mainland congregation to re-roof the Mane as soon as possible before 

any work is started on the East Mainland Church, and support the congregation with 
application for grants and funding from the General Trustees and sources outwith the 
bounds of the Presbytery;

4. Instruct the Committee to ensure that all congregations are fully aware of their obliga-
tions regarding statutory fire regulations;

5. Advise congregations not to enter any details of new work on their Manse in the current 
property register as a new Manse register will be issued shortly.

The Presbytery remitted to the Business Committee how the Clerk should deal with notification 
of emails addressed to the Presbytery.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet for ordinary business in the Kirkwall East Church at 10:30am 
on Tuesday February 12, 2008.

The meeting was closed with the Benediction.

Moderator

Clerk

Kirkwall St Magnus visit

Presbytery Representative

Property Committee report

Fire regulations

East Mainland work

St Ninian’s, Deerness sale

Manse register

Presbytery emails

The remainder of the page is blank


